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In the first chapter of Acts, the disciples and Jesus were gathered together on Mount Olivet.  The disciples 
were asking questions, and Jesus was answering, and the last question that they ask is, ñWhen?  When are 
you going to reign?  When can we expect the world to fall on its face before you?ò  And Jesus answered, 
ñThatôs not for you to know--what you are supposed to do is go into Jerusalem and wait for the Holy Spirit to 
come upon you,ò and as the disciples were thinking up more questions to ask about that, Jesus was taken 
from them.  And they stood there, looking up, wondering when he would be back among them.  Behind them 
came men in white who said, ñStop standing around, looking up in the sky for Jesus.  Heôs not there.  Heôs 
gone to be with God.  And nobody knows when heôll be back.ò 
 
So the disciples did as they were told, and went back to Jerusalem.  But within twenty-five years, the       
question ñwhen?ò which the disciples had asked, had been replaced by the question, ñWhat now?ò 
 
We have that same question in common with those 1st century Christians.  Even if we werenôt on that hillside 
watching Jesus disappear into the clouds, we ask, ñWhat now?ò  What do we do now in between the time 
Jesus ascended into heaven and when Jesus returns? 
 
It is our sense of Godôs absence that brings us to church in search of Godôs presence.  ñWhat now?ò we ask 
again and again, as we return to this little church.  But we live in the world, and if we take our faiths seriously, 
we are asking the question, ñWhat now?ò every Sunday, maybe every day of our lives.  We ask that question 
because we live in the world where Jesus is not physically present but spiritually present and the answer is 
not always going to be so clear and obvious as directions on a map.   
 
In truth, this is probably not the way the 12 disciples--or we--would have planned it.  They--and we--would 
prefer to have Jesus here with us, physically present, in our line of sight, right smack dab in the middle 
where we can ask him questions and get answers and be assured and comforted that we are doing the right 
thing.   
 
Instead, Jesus simply went out of sight.   And like those 1st century disciples, we 21st century disciples have 
stopped looking into heaven and started asking, ñWhat now?ò And then, as now, the answers to that       
question will come as we think, discuss, and pray together about how we as individuals and as the Historic 
Franklin Presbyterian Church at Five Points in Franklin, Tennessee live out our faith in this world. 
 
 - -Sally and Will 
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Rex, Lynne, Harrison and Tanner went on a 
week vacation to Dallas, Ft. Worth, Austin, and 
San Antonio TX.  They saw the Book     De-
pository where Lee Harvey Oswald shot Presi-
dent Kennedy, the new Cowboy Stadium, and 
they were at the Texas Rangers baseball game 
when a man fell from the upper deck onto a 
lower deck.  They saw the state capitol, LBJ 
Ranch, the River Walk in San Antonio and the 
Alamo as well as visited many friends along the 
way. 
Walter Carlise recently moved from his home 
on Basil Court to Legacy Crossing. 
Dianne Davis attended the recent Paul 
McCartney concert. 
Denise Foster celebrated her 50th birthday with 
a party at the church, which included many 
family members and friends.  
Linda Fuller and son Adam took a trip to the 
rainforest in Brazil.  
Scott, Helen and Tanya Jackson took a family 
vacation to Asheville, NC. 
Bob Poe and his daughter, Debbie, travelled to 
California for the wedding of Bob's son.  
Isaac Rhea is resident at a hospital in            
Indianapolis.  
The Warden family as well as Betty Trondsen 
and Woody Trondsen, took a family trip to Italy. 
Mary Lu and John Kells also attended the Paul 
McCartney concert. 
Cammy Richardson joined the church by trans-
fer of letter on July 18th.   Welcome, Cammy! 
Alessandro Tristan Morisani Ward was         
baptized at the July 27th Tuesday prayer      
service.  Alessandro is the son of George and 
Paola Ward, the brother of Matteo Ward, and 
the grandson of Ben andSusan Ward.  We    
welcome Alessandro! 

 

 

 

Thanks to all for your recent contributions to the 
kitchen, all contributions are appreciated.  Please 

continue!!!! 

    ********************   
Please mark your calendars for September 
12.  That is our annual homecoming.  Plan to      
attend and enjoy some wonderful food and           

fellowship. 

Sympathy to 
Nancy Birchett 
upon the death of 
her husband, Ed 
Birchett, July 7th, 
2010.  Ed, along 

with Nancy, was a charter member of Historic 
Franklin Presbyterian Church.   "Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord; blessed indeed, says the 
Spirit, that they may rest from their labors, for their 
deeds do 
follow them." 
 
Sympathy to Rex Welch upon the death of his 
mother, Jeffie Welch, July 21st, 2010.  "I am the    
resurrection and the life, says the Lord." 

Please keep 
these folks in 
your thoughts 
and prayers:   

  
 
Helen Bowen 
(Susan Henry's 
mother), Allene 
Clarkson (Grace           

Healthcare),  Darrel Drolsum (NCH Cool Springs), 
Carol Edge (recovering from knee surgery), Martha 
Green (at home), Sara Y. Hughes (Sally's mother), 
Carolyn Kittrell (at Richland Place), Dwight          
Pennington (at home), Garnet Reed (Carestone of 
Brentwood), Page Wallace (Legacy Crossing)  



Members of the 
Old Glory     
Chapter and the 
Robert Cooke 
Chapter of the 
Daughters of the 
American       
Revolution      
participated in 
ñLet Freedom 
Ringò by ringing 
the bells of St. 
Paulôs Episcopal 
Church and the 
Historic Franklin 
Presbyterian 
Church on July 
4th .  Beginning 
with the ringing of 
the Liberty Bell in 

Philadelphia at 2 PM, bells are rung world-wide by     
patriotic groups in celebration of Independence Day.  
Several members of HFPC joined in the celebration.  
Pictured are Regent Libby Nicholson of the Robert 
Cooke Chapter; members of the Old Glory Chapter, 
Marcia Fraser, Regent Susan Walker, Betty          
Townsend, and Lillian Stewart; and church members 
Linda Mahathy and Allison Gaw.  Other church mem-
bers who participated were John Frazer, George Ma-
hathy, Bob Townsend, and Otey Walker 

 
The next Men's Breakfast 
will be Saturday August 

14th at 8:00.  
 
Our speaker will be Lance 
Brown, the Chaplain for 
the Vanderbilt Athletic    

Department. Please call the church office     
794-9094 or e-mail church secretary Lynn Zak 
at zakette01@aol.com  if you plan to attend.  

This message is from Misty Johnson, our liaison to our 

Living Waters of the World project in a school in San 

Fidel, El Salvador. Our system (installed in 2008)         

continues to provide clean water for 650  students and 

many of their families in an extremely rural area of the 
country. The system and its operators have endured many 

challenges the last few months. Prayers and   financial 

contributions for this operation are always needed. 

 

     The people of San Fidel, Cabanas are very unique. 

They are one of the few groups that I work with that show 

a good understanding of contaminated water.  At some of 

my sites the people do not believe that they are drinking 

water that can make them sick, and the education compo-

nent is the most challenging.   Since the first day of       

operating the system the people have come to drink       

purified water.  Many of these folks live very far away and 
do not have any modes of transportation other than       

walking.  But the people at San Fidel are loyal to the      

system and understand the need to have clean water for 

themselves and for their children. Knowing many mothers 

at San Fidel; I have learned that they are aware that the 

water is what causes their children to have diarrhea,      

vomiting, and fevers, not voodoo 

      However, San Fidel does not come without its chal-

lenges.  Our main focus has been forming the group to 

administer the operations of the system.  Originally a 

group was formed, and due to internal conflicts they 
slowly moved in other directions.  The system was being 

overseen by only one person .  Now with the help of a    

Isabel Hovey, a Peace Corps Volunteer who lives and 

works in San Fidel, we have formed a new water commit-

tee.  Isabel and I are very happy with the people who 

are  now on the water committee.  Isabel and I had our 

worries that we would not be able to form the group, but 

once we did, we realized that it was good.  And after only 

one week following our democratic elections within the 

group, problems begin to pour down like the winter      

tropical storms.  Electricians were called to the school and 

noticed that the system was illegally using electricity from 
the school.  They had to disconnect the system.  Isabel and 

the committee went to the Ministry of Education asking 

for permission to reconnect, and the Ministry allowed it 

temporarily.  When the electricians came back to             re

-connect,  they used a 220v instead of a 110v and burned 

out our pump.  And due to the difference of voltage they 

were not able to reconnect our system.  Presently our 

pump is being looked at to see if itôs repairable, and the 

water committee has run in circles with the process of ac-

quiring a separate electrical connection.   

     I have to say, the new water committee has shown me 
that they are tough and willing to work together to resolve 

problems.   We are hoping that the ozonator was not dam-

aged,  but we will not know until we reconnect the en-

ergy.  In the meantime, while waiting for the repair of the 

pump, the water committee is trying to enroll in a 3 day 

workshop on committee development, leadership and self 

esteem.  Isabel and I are hoping to join them in their work-

shop to share in this learning experience.  Keep San Fidel, 

its water committee and Isabel Hovey in your prayers.    

mailto:zakette01@aol.com


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

12 years ago I arrived at       
Montreat for the first time. Although I didn't 
know what to expect, I was excited. Through five 
years of praying, worshiping, small-grouping, back 
homing, singing, hiking and rejoicing, I knew my 
time was up. I was given a special opportunity to 
go back to Montreat as a leader! Jack Lee and I 
led Sammi, Sydney, Don, William and Chase 
through a great week! Montreat is a truly special 
place. The theme this year was "In These Waters" 
where we learned how we are anchored by God 
and that we are always and forever Beloved       
Children of God. My spirit was renewed this week 
and the youth showed me everyday that God is 
everywhere. I learned more and saw God more 
this week through the five youth that went than I 
ever would have thought imaginable. Montreat 
2010 was a success!! I thank everyone that had a 
part in making this week happen. -Leslie Deslauriers 

Dennis and Carolyn 
Johnson  

invite you to  
Attend a celebration 

party  
In honor of their  

50th Wedding  
Anniversary  

 
Saturday, August 14th  

2:00 -4:00 P.M.  
 

At Historic Franklin 
Presbyterian Church 

Fellowship Hall  
 

We request your presence 
but no presents please.  

Mark your           
calendars!!!  

 
RALLY DAY for  
Sunday School will 
be August 29th.   

As always we appreciate all of 
the hard work our choirs do 
during the regular months of 
the year.  As director I tell them 
that I'm lonesome up front 
without them, but I know they 
have earned the summer 
break.  For all involved, and 

who want to be involved, the adult chancel choir 
will resume rehearsals on Wednesday, August 
25th, at our regular rehearsal time of 7:15 (ending 
at 8:30), singing that Sunday.  Handbell choir will 
begin practicing September 1st, at 6:00.  We'll 
look forward to another good season of music. 
 



On Saturday, August 
14th, Sally Hughes will 
lead a teacher training 
workshop from 10:00 
to 12:00 at the church. 
Lunch will be provided 
after the workshop.  

This workshop is for you if you have been asked to 
teach Sunday school or lead youth group, if you have 
served as a substitute teacher for Sunday school, or if 
you have wanted to volunteer but had "fear and trepida-
tion."  Teaching helps and resources for all ages will be 
discussed, as well as room arrangement, crafts-for-the-
not-so-crafty, and any particular concerns you might 
have about teaching.  Sally presents this workshop from 
the 
perspective that teaching should be fun, not a fearful 
experience!  If you need childcare, please let the church 
office know as soon as possible so that we can have a 
caregiver on hand. 

The Senior High and    
Middle School Youth 
Groups will begin 
meeting in September.  
Both groups will have 

a "kick off" event --details will be received 
by mail, e -mail and in  bulletin  
announcements.  

 
Thanks to everyone who 
has made our              
Multigenerational       
Sunday school a       
summer success!  
Here's the schedule for 
the remaining Sundays 
in August.                  

Rally day, which marks the beginning of our Fall 
Sunday school program, is on August 29th.  
  
August 8th   

Scripture: The healing of the crippled woman (Luke 
13: 10 -17)  
Worship leader: George Mahathy  
Storyteller: Andrea Paine  
Activity leader: Connie Brahan  
Snack provider: Ed and Lise Triggs  
  
August 15th   
Scripture: The parable of the lost sheep and lost 
coin   (Luke 15: 1 - 10)  
Worship leader: Carol Warren  
Storyteller: Jason White  
Activity leader: LT & Jeanne Preston  
Snack provider: Cyndy Hinton  
  
August 22nd   

Scripture: The parable of the prodigal son (Luke 
15: 11 - 32)  
Worship leader: John Kells  
Storyteller: Nate Gaw  
Activity leader: Mary Lu Kells  
Snack provider: Janet Tharpe  
  

The small group meetings for the 
New Beginnings  program are   
filling up, and we are hopeful that 
all the groups will be full by the 
time the groups begin to meet. It's 
important to note that the VERY 
FIRST MEETING will be a        

combined meeting of all the small groups, and everyone--no 
matter which group you are in--will meet on SUNDAY,         
AUGUST 15TH, at 5:00 PM at Historic Franklin Presbyte-
rian Church. This meeting includes dinner, and will give an 
overview of the New Beginnings program as well as give you 
an opportunity to ask questions about the program or your 
small group.   
 
IF YOU HAVE NOT YET SIGNED UP FOR A SMALL 
GROUP, PLEASE DO SO BY CALLING THE CHURCH 
OFFICE AT 794-9094!  
 
After the combined meeting on August 15th, the six-
groups will meet as follows: 
 

Mondays at 5:30 PM on August 16, 23, 30 and Sept. 
6 and 13th at the home of Susan and Ben Ward 

Tuesdays at 7:30 PM on August 17, 24, 31,Sept. 7, 
14th at the home of George and Linda Mahathy 

Wednesday at 10:00 AM on August 18 and 25 and 
Sept 1st, 8th, and 15th at the church 

Thursdays at 6:00 PM on August 19 and 26 and 
Sept 2, 9, and 16 at the home of Steve and Tonya 
Young (2 times) and Jim and Kim Finley (3 times) 

Sundays at 2:00 PM on August 22nd ,29th, and 
Sept. 5th, 12th, 19th at the home of June Warren 

Sun. at 5:00 PM on August 22nd, 29th, Sept. 5th, 
12th, 19th at the home of Mike & Nikki Mackanos 

 
Thanks to all the folks who have signed up, to all who will sign 
up, to all who have agreed to host a meeting, to all who have 
agreed to be leaders at the meetings, and to all the New      
Beginnings Committee members.  This is an exciting time in 
our church's life, and we hope everyone will want to have a 
part in helping our  congregation plan for the future. 

Just a reminder that the HFPC Cook Books are in 
memorial Hall and ready to be picked up. If you 
didn't order one now is the perfect time to   purchase 
several. They make great gifts and would be a 
fantastic addition to your cook book collection.   




